NOBEL
experience; but for us this correspondence is of great interest,
because it gave Nobel an opportunity of developing his ideas on the
peace question, and for that reason we have thought it better not
merely to describe it but to quote it. The letters certainly show that
his attitude towards contemporary peace propaganda in general,
and Bertha von Suttner's efforts in particular, was exceedingly
sceptical.
The unpleasant interlude with Aristarchi by no means damped
his enthusiasm in the cause of peace, and during the year before
his death, he wrote some letters to Hjalmar Nobel, which give a
very good impression of his combination of idealism and his prac-
tical sense. He was considering the possibility of acquiring a
controlling interest in the " Aftonbladet/'* and he asked his nephew
to make discreet enquiries. Hjalmar Nobel imagined that his
uncle wished to own a paper for his extensive industrial interests in
Sweden ; but Alfred Nobel wrote in reply:
" You seem to imagine that my object is to influence the market,
but a newspaper owned by me would rather tend to arouse op-
position. It is one of my peculiarities that I never consider my
private interests. My policy as a newspaper owner would be to
use my influence against armaments and such mediaeval survivals,
but to urge that if they are to be manufactured they should be
manufactured at home; for if there is one branch of industry
which should not be dependent in any way upon imports from
abroad, it is surely the armaments industry. And as there are
munition factories in Sweden, it would be no less lamentable than
ridiculous not to support them. I simply want to own a newspaper
in order to rouse or stimulate it to really liberal views. The leaven
is there; this is easily found in a country where the general
intelligence of the people is 500 per cent in advance of its
constitutional developments/'
* A Swedish evening paper.

